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Dr. Douglas Flanagan was an invited par-

ticipant in a short course held in Hang-

zhou, China August 7-10, 2006.  The 

short course was co-sponsored by the 

Chinese Pharmaceutical Association and 

the American Association of Pharmaceuti-

cal Scientists.  It was entitled, 
òPharmaceutical Theory and Practice in 

Developing Oral Solid Dosage Forms.ó  

Dr. Flanagan gave two talks ð òBasic The-

ory of Diffusion and Examples of Pharma-

ceutical Application,ó and òFundamentals 

of Dissolution.ó  He was part of a team 

that included Dr. Jay Sisco (then AAPS  
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Dr. Douglas Flanagan Speaks  

At Conference In China  

 President), Dr. Valentino Stella of the 

University of Kansas, and Dr. Yisheng 

Chen of Abbott Laboratories.  They, 

other speakers, their spouses and 

friends are shown in the picture above, 

which was taken at the Great Wall.  

The trip to China included an 11-day 

tour of Beijing (Forbidden City and 

Great Wall), Xian (Terra Cotta Sol-

diers), Hangzhou (short course site and 

West Lake) and Shanghai before their 

return to the U.S. on August 11. 



Wurster To Receive The APhA's  

Takeru Higuchi Research Prize  

 

 

Congratulations to ...  

Aiman Abbas for receiving the Center of Biocatalysis and Bio-

processing Predoctoral Fellowship from July 2006-07 and an award 

for the best poster in drug delivery, solid-state characterization or 

biotechnology at PGSRM 2006. 

Dr. Aliasger Salem for receiving the American Cancer Society 

Junior Faculty Award. 

Dr. Aliasger Salem and Dr. Maureen Donovan for being ap-

pointed to the Nanoscience and Nanotechnology Institute Executive 

Committee. 

Janjira Intra for receiving a Travel Award to the PDA 2007 con-

ference in Las Vegas, a Travel Award to attend the AAPS 2006 con-

ference in San Antonio, the 2006-07 John Lach Memorial Scholarship, 

and the 2006 Parenteral Drug Association (PDA) Journal of Science 

and Technology Pre-Doctoral Fellowship. 

Rolland I. Poust, Ph.D. 
Professor and Division Head  

Some things change, some things stay 
the same. Iõm approaching my 16th 
year of service at the University of 
Iowa, and have currently taken over 
the role of the Interim Head, in the 
Division of Pharmaceutics. My choice 
as Interim Division Head was logical 
because of the strong synergies be-
tween the research interests of the 
Pharmaceutics faculty and the develop-
mental projects in which the Division 
of Pharmaceutical Service is often in-
volved. As you know from the most 
recent edition of this newsletter, Dr. 
Craig Svensson has been appointed 
Dean of the College of Pharmacy, 
Nursing, and Health Sciences at Pur-
due University.  A search committee is 
in place to secure a new Dean and dis-
cussions have been initiated to start a 
search for a new Division Head.  
Along with these two positions, the 
University is also in the midst of a 
search to replace President David 
Skorton who departed earlier to be-
come president of Cornell University.  
This is certainly a time of transition 
here at the University of Iowa.  None-
theless, we continue, on  
a daily basis, to maintain the high stan-
dards of classes, research, and gradu-
ate student direction.  For example, 
high quality graduate students are ap-
plying for admission in the fall and re-
search productivity is in full momen-
tum. The university, always a dynamic 
institution, continues to thrive.  It is 
my observation that Pharmaceutics 
continues to thrive as well, and will 
prosper under new leadership, both  
in the college and in the division. 

Dale E. Wurster, Ph.D., Pharmaceutics professor emer- 

itus and former dean of the University of Iowa College  

of Pharmacy, will receive the American Pharmacists  

Association's 2007 Takeru Higuchi Research Prize at the 

APhA's annual meeting and exposition March 16-19 in  

Atlanta. The prize recognizes scientists who have demo- 

nstrated effective and persistent efforts in pioneering a  

new concept applicable to the pharmaceutical sciences. The award, 

which is international in scope and stature, was established in 1981 in 

honor of Takeru Higuchi, the first president of the APhA Academy of 

Pharmaceutical Sciences. Wurster is internationally recognized for his 

groundbreaking pharmaceutical research. His work in dissolution ki-

netics was instrumental to the understanding of solid dosage form 

performance years before the establishment of the discipline of bio-

pharmaceutics. Wurster's research on percutaneous (through the 
skin) drug absorption led to the use of scientific principles in the for-

mulation of topical dosage forms. Moreover, Wurster is best known 

for inventing the Wurster Air-Suspension Coating Technique, a proc-

ess of particle coating and microencapsulation used worldwide in the 

manufacture of medications and other products. Regarding the impact 

of Wurster's research, one former student said, "Dr. Wurster's pio-

neering work on dissolution kinetics brought a fundamental physical-

chemical approach to understanding the nature of dissolution as it 

pertained to pharmaceutical products. The observations and relation-

ships elucidated in his work formed a base upon which subsequent 

work by other investigators on bioavailability of drugs from pharma-

ceutics was founded." 
STORY SOURCE: University of Iowa Health Science Relations, 5139 Westlawn, Iowa City, Iowa 52242 


