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Five College faculty members and 16 preceptors were 
honored at a November reception for their outstand-
ing teaching during the 2007-2008 academic year.
 
Mary Star ry, ’80 BSPh, clinical instructor in clinical 
and administrative pharmacy, received the UI Col-
legiate Teaching Award. Teachers of the Year were 
Erika Ernst,  PharmD, associate professor of clinical 
and administrative pharmacy, chosen by the class 
of 2009; Susan Staggs,  PharmD, clinical assistant 
professor in clinical and administrative pharmacy, 
chosen by the class of 2010; and Robert Kerns, as-
sociate professor of medicinal and natural products 
chemistry, selected by the class of 2011. Jonathan 

Koffel, education and outreach librarian at the UI Har-
din Library for the Health Sciences, received special 
recognition. 

The Teacher of the Year awards are based on 
nominations by students and selected by a faculty 
committee comprised of the previous year’s award 
recipients. 

Community Practice Preceptor of the Year awards 
were presented to Shannon Gar cia, Mark Rode�

meyer, ‘02 PhR, and Amy Rueber  at People’s Clinic 
Pharmacy in Waterloo. Hospital/Health System 
Preceptor of the Year awards went to David Bur esh, 

‘72 BSPh,  Constance Clancy , Jessica Havel, ‘00 

PharmD,  Julie Kar lan, ‘85 BSPh, Lisa Lambi,  Dale 

Lewis,  ‘94 PharmD, ‘91 BSPh, Kelly Phan,  Patr ick 

Thies, ‘81 MS , ‘79 BSPh, Kather ine Werling,  ‘91 BSPh, 

and J ames Willet t, ‘72 BSPh, of St. Luke’s Hospital 
in Cedar Rapids. Ambulatory Care Preceptor of the 
Year awards were given to Kathleen Hor ner, ‘04 PhR, 

Deanna McD anel, ‘01 PharmD, and Ryan Jacobsen  of 
UI Hospitals and Clinics. 

The College’s Professional Experiential Program and 
the Office of Academic Affairs selects the precep-
tor award winners, based on composite student 
evaluations of the preceptors and the teaching sites. 
Preceptors serve as mentors to the fourth-year phar-
macy students during the students’ clinical clerk-
ships.  The clerkships emphasize clinical pharmacy 
skill development and give students the opportunity 
to work closely with pharmacists in care settings. 

 

 

Above from left: Teachers of 
the Year Mary Starry, Erika 
Ernst, Susan Staggs, Robert 
Kerns, and Jonathan Koffel.

Dean Letendre and Precep-
tor of the Year awardee Amy 
Rueber. 

Preceptors of the Year, Patrick 
Thies, Kelly Phan, and Dale 
Lewis with Dean Letendre.

Preceptors of the Year, Ryan 
Jacobsen, Deanna McDanel, 
and Kathleen Horner with Dean 
Letendre. 
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GRADUATE AWARDS 

KEITH GUILLORY PHARMACEUTICS 

GRADUATE FELLOWSHIP 

Yang Qui 
Daniel Schenck 
Stacy Sommerfeld 
 
JOHN LACH MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 

Manar Ai-Ghabeish 
 
PHARMD. AWARDS

SEYMOUR BLAUG MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 

Branden Tokheim 
 
ILSE BUCKNER MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 

Bryan Zobeck 
 
BURROUGHS WELLCOME SCHOLARSHIP 

Ann Schwemm 
 
DAVID & JAMES CARLSON SCHOLARSHIP 

Katie Gannon 
Eric Paulus 
 
JORDAN AND JANA COHEN 

DOCTOR OF PHARMACY SCHOLARSHIP 

Lori Wozniak 
 
VERNON CONZEMIUS 

MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 

Tram Anh N. Nguyen 
 
BEN M. COOPER MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 

Tim Rockey 
 
ALICE GATES COXON 

MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 

Jack Kampf 
 
CVS PHARMACY SCHOLARSHIP 
Kanghee DeRocher 
Andrew Dorsey 
William Halls 
Julie Knetl 
Erin Miksich 
 
MAX EGGLESTON MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 

Mary Claassen 
 
LORI A. GRIMES MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 

Lynne Dunlay  
 
GARY HADLEY SCHOLARSHIP 

Bryna Somers 

 
HARTIG SCHOLARSHIP 

Emily Vyverberg 
 
THOMAS D. HILL MEMORIAL  SCHOLARSHIP 

Tong Xu 
 
JANET HINDERLITER SCHOLARSHIP 

Rachel Dimmer 
 
FRANCES T. AND CHARLES HOLUB SCHOLARfl

SHIP 

Daniel Peterson 
 
IOWA PHARMACY FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP 

CHRISTINA GAARD 

Jim Ide 
Minh Ngo 
 
JOHNSON COUNTY PHARMACY 

ASSOCIATION SCHOLARSHIP 

Elisabeth Donahey 
 
R.A. KUEVER SCHOLARSHIP 

Kristi Dimke 
 
ERNEST KYLE MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 

Su Zhang 
 
RONALD P. MADDEN SCHOLARSHIP 

Lindsey Tieden 
 
CHARLES J. MALECEK SCHOLARSHIP 

Megan Peters 
 
LLOYD E. MATHESON AND RANDAL P. 

MCDONOUGH HONORARY SCHOLARSHIP 

Noeline Lye 
 
CARLETON R. MIKKELSEN SCHOLARSHIP 

Michael Hirsch 
 
MILLERflRUEGNITZ SCHOLARSHIP 

Ryan Holt 
 
NACDS FOUNDATION PHARMACY 

PARTNERS SCHOLARSHIP 

Nathan Votroubeck 
 
PETERSEN LINDER SCHOLARSHIP 

Russell DeVolder 
 
PHARMACISTS MUTUAL SCHOLARSHIP 

Kelly Schueller 
 

QUAD CITY AREA PHARMACISTS 

ASSOCIATION SCHOLARSHIPS 

Ofelia Olvera 
Jill Robertson 
 
SCHERLING SCHOLARSHIP 

Christopher Frosaker 
 
GORDON H. SHEFFIELD SCHOLARSHIP 

Rachael Collins 
 
SHOPKO SCHOLARSHIP 

Cynthia Mason 
 
SHUTT PHARMACY SCHOLARSHIP 

Erin Anderson 
 
H. CURTIS SNYDER AWARD 

Kyle Slings 
 
SUPERVALUE PHARMACIES SCHOLARSHIPS 

Jennifer Ambrisco 
Sean DeFrates 
 
TEETERS/WAHL SCHOLARSHIP 

Cara Schmale 
Alicen Wagenbach 
 
WILBER J. TEETERS SCHOLARSHIP 

Karma Huffman 
 
JOHN S. THOR MEMORIAL AWARD 

Sheena Rassman 
 
COLONEL THOMAS C. VEACH 

CLASS OF 1952 SCHOLARSHIP 

Kelly McLeese 
 
WALflMART SCHOLARSHIP 
Jennifer Mixdorf 
Kyle Ruble 
Ashley Virene 

ZOPF MEMORIAL AWARD 

Brett McArthur
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Nanoparticles deliver life-saving drugs to the 
body, tablets go down easily with a film coating, 
and a nasal spray delivers vaccines. Behind 
each product is the work of a member from the 
University of Iowa Pharmaceuticals Develop-
ment Consortium.

Pharmaceutics faculty members in the UI Col-
lege of Pharmacy—Dale Eric Wurster, Doug 
Flanagan, and Lee Kirsch—developed the 
consortium concept a few years ago. With the 
approval of Donald Letendre, College dean, and 
Maureen Donovan, interim head of the Division 
of Pharmaceutics, they established the consor-
tium in January, formalizing the relationship 
between pharmaceutics faculty and UI Pharma-
ceuticals in the UI College of Pharmacy.  

The consortium expands the capabilities of UI 
Pharmaceuticals to develop new drugs and 
dosage forms for industrial, governmental, and 
academic contractors. 

The consortium is generally not involved with 
the drug discovery stage of drug development, 
said Mickey Wells, ‘87 BSPh, ‘90 PhD, director of 
UI Pharmaceuticals. Instead, as part of the next 
step, it provides the facilities and experts for 
testing the drug and fine-tuning the formulas for 
a variety of dosage forms. 

“A drug’s active ingredient may take up only a 
small percentage of a given dosage form. We 
can characterize this drug and add other chemi-
cals, such as those that ensure the product is 
delivered correctly in the body or those that 
maintain the product’s shelf life,” Wells said.  
“After that, UI Pharmaceuticals can manufacture 
these products for human clinical trials.”

With advanced technology and extensive experi-
ence, the UI development consortium and UI 
Pharmaceuticals serve a variety of clients. The 
largest are government agencies or have names 
flashing across the NASDAQ or NYSE screens. 
The smallest may consist of an enterprising pair 
of scientists. 

“Most of our clients are small pharmaceutical 
companies,” Wells said. “They don’t have the 
facilities or staff, which are expensive, so they 
hire us.”
 

Before heading the 
company, Wells 
worked as a man-
ager of strategic 
technologies for 
the multinational 
research and drug 
development giant 
GlaxoSmithKline. 

Wells returned 
to the UI last 
year to direct the 
college’s Division 
of Pharmaceuti-
cal Services. In 
March 2008, the 
service merged 
with the UI Center 
for Advanced 
Drug Development to form UI Pharmaceuti-
cals in order to better serve customers. The UI 
Pharmaceuticals Development Consortium was 
the final step in formalizing the synergy with 
pharmaceutics faculty.

Both the Division of Pharmaceutical Services 
and the Center for Advanced Drug Development 
were each already well established in their own 
right. The division has been lauded as the most 
experienced university-affiliated drug manufac-
turing facility registered with the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration. The group has turned out 
products for more than 30 years. On average, 
each member of the senior scientific staff has 20 
years’ background in drug research. 

The Center for Advanced Drug Development, 
established in 1992, complemented the Division 
of Pharmaceutical Service by increasing the 
analytical power of the UI’s services. Operating 
at the UI Research Park, scientists at the center 
characterized drugs, developed analytical meth-
ods, and did stability testing on dosage forms. 

The fully merged UI Pharmaceuticals now 
employs more than 70 full-time workers. They 
work from 24,000 square feet of office and lab 
space at the UI College of Pharmacy on the west 
side of campus and 6,000 square feet of space at 
the UI Research Park.

Though developing products for clients is a 
priority, the UI Pharmaceuticals Development 
Consortium also provides a chance for phar-
maceutics graduate students to be involved in 
a real industrial project, which enhances their 
learning experience at the College of Pharmacy. 
The students also have the support of the con-
sortium and UI Pharmaceuticals scientists, who 
are faculty or adjunct faculty from the College of 
Pharmacy who act as their mentors. 

For Wells, the appeal of working in the UI 
Pharmaceuticals Development Consortium is 
working with other pharmaceutics faculty and 
the brisk pace of developing and manufacturing 
drugs for clients.

“At the end of the day, we want to deliver your 
drug in an effective, stable dosage form and in a 
timely manner,” Wells said.

Learn more about UI Pharmaceuticals and the 
UI Pharmaceuticals Development Consortium at 
http://www.pharmacy.uiowa.edu/uip/
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ACHIEVEMENT AWARD TO CURRIE

Jay Currie, ’80 BSPh, ’84 PharmD, clinical professor 
of clinical and administrative pharmacy, received 
the American Pharmacists Association Distin-
guished Achievement Award in Community and 
Ambulatory Practice Pharmacy. 

The award was established to recognize the 
achievements of an individual who has made a 
significant contribution or sustained contributions 

to the provision of pharmaceutical care within clinical/pharmacotherapeu-
tic practice. Currie was selected in recognition of his efforts to implement 
pharmaceutical care in pharmacy practice. He was a co-investigator on 
a pioneering study to measure the impact of pharmaceutical care in a 
community pharmacy setting. It was this work that became the impetus 
for the Iowa Center for Pharmaceutical Care (ICPC) in which Currie was a 
founding member. 

Currie’s nominator noted, “Not only has Dr. Currie been active in state and 
national pharmacy organizations, he has also served the local community. 
He has served as a faculty advisor and volunteer pharmacist/supervi-
sor for the University of Iowa Carver College of Medicine Interdisciplinary 
Mobile Clinic.”

CLINICAL FACULTY RECEIVE BOARD CERTIFICATION 

Three clinical and administrative pharmacy faculty met the requirements 
to become board-certified pharmacotherapy specialists: Jeff Reist, ’82 
BSPh, PharmD; Michelle Fravel, ’06 PharmD, ’08R; and Matt Cantrell, 
PharmD, all clinical assistant professors. Certification is awarded by the 
Board of Pharmaceutical Specialties and requires a pharmacist hold a 
pharmacy degree; maintain a current, active license; have five years of 
practice experience with a BS degree, or three years practice experience 
with a PharmD; and pass the specialty certification examination. 

NATIONAL CANCER INSTITUTE GRANT TO SALEM

Aliasger Salem, PhD, assistant professor of phar-
maceutics, received a two-year, $240,000 grant 
from the National Cancer Institute to optimize vac-
cines used to treat and prevent solid tumors such 
as melanoma.
                                               
Working with George Weiner, MD, director of 
Holden Comprehensive Cancer Center at the UI, 
Salem will develop biodegradable, nanoparticle-

based vaccines engineered to release anti-cancer antigens and immuno-
stimulants in such a way as to optimize the desired immune responses 
in mouse models of melanoma. If this approach proves successful, it may 
also be applicable to a range of other cancer models including lymphoma, 
renal carcinoma, colon cancer, and pancreatic cancer.

FARRIS SELECTED FOR NATIONAL COMMITTEE

Karen Farris, PhD, professor of clinical and administrative pharmacy, 
was named to the National Quality Forum Steering Committee. She will 
participate in the formation of a new project to endorse a set of preferred 
practices and performance measures in care coordination that are appli-
cable across all settings of care. 

ASSOCIATE DEAN APPOINTED MEMBER OF ADVISORY GROUP 

Mike Kelly, ‘73 BSPh, ‘88 PharmD, ‘89 MS, associate dean for academic 
affairs, was appointed to the Membership Development Advisory Group 
of the American Society of Health-System Pharmacists (ASHP) Councils, 
Commissions, Committees, and other bodies for 2009-2010. The group 
consists of representatives from the executive committees of sections and 
forums, along with other individuals, who advise ASHP on membership 
recruitment and retention programs. The group acts as an advisory body 
to the ASHP board.. Kelly joins 12 other members representing various 
states.
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The College is part of a national consortium awarded a $1.2 million contract 
from the U.S. Food and Drug Administration to develop guidelines that will 
enhance the way pharmaceutical products are made. 

The National Institute for Pharmaceutical Technology and Education 
(NIPTE), which represents 11 U.S. universities that are leaders in phar-
maceutical science and engineering, received the contract to develop a 
“Quality by Design” initiative. NIPTE works with FDA and private industry 
to establish and promote best practices in drug development and manu-
facturing.

“This seed grant is a tremendous initial opportunity for Iowa researchers 
to join forces with the agency and other academic scientists to improve 
the quality and safety of drug products,” said Lee Kirsch, PhD, associate 
professor of pharmaceutics. “The UI is providing leadership and expertise 
to the team focused on devising new drug product stability guidelines.”

Jay Currie
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The results of this study will potentially serve as the basis for formulating 
science-based guidance documents that can be used by FDA to evaluate 
new and generic drug applications. By strengthening the science-based 
technology through the Quality by Design initiative, FDA looks to improve 
its regulation of new medical products by using the best management 
approaches, information technology, and systems and review processes. 
This research is expected to continue through September 2010. 

In addition to the UI, NIPTE members are Duquesne University, Illinois 
Institute of Technology, Purdue University, Rutgers University, University 
of Puerto Rico, University of Connecticut, University of Kansas, University 
of Kentucky, University of Maryland-Baltimore, and the University of Min-
nesota.

Aliasger Salem
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DEAN
Donald E. Letendre, PharmD

DIRECTOR OF EXTERNAL RELATIONS
Barbara Kelley

MANAGING EDITOR & DESIGN
Leslie Stodden 
 
CONTRIBUTING WRITERS
Anne Duggan, Dawn Goodlove, Jamie Hansen, 
Jarrett Hothan, Zhi Xiong 

HAWKSCRIPTS PLANNING COMMITTEE
Anne Duggan, Dawn Goodlove, Keith Guillory,  
Barbara Kelley, Leslie Stodden.

HawkScripts is published by The University of Iowa College 
of Pharmacy with editorial and production support from UI 
Health Care Marketing and Communications. 

Contact us at pharmacy-alumni@uiowa.edu
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MAY 13
Senior Dinner

MAY 14
Commencement

MAY 19
Lifelong Learning Program
Karen Farris, Professor 
Presenting “Tips on Managing 
Your Medications: Thoughts 
from a Pharmacist“ 
Omaha, NE

JUNE 14 -17 
ASHP Summer Meeting

JUNE 19
Eggleston Granberg Golf Outing 
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JUNE 19 - 21
Iowa Pharmacy Annual Meeting 

JULY 18-22
AACP Annual Meeting

AUGUST 8 - 11 
NACDS Pharmacy and 
Technology Conference

AUGUST 13 -16
IPA Leadership Pharmacy 
Conference

OCTOBER 9 - 10
Homecoming


